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of Good . vil, or 1 
E. Es Wl 7 Wrong, (fo ſtrongly by Nature im- 
printe 2 Minds of all Meu): were perfectly un- 
Kereod 5 the Nations of Antiquity: That er- 
roneous Conduct of a Multituds could not alter the 
Nature of Truth it ſelf; por could ſuch a Practice 
{were it ever ſo univerfil) tender the Senſe of One's 
Duty precarious to à Man of common Senſe, or be- 
et in him the leaſt Doubt or Suſpicion, about what 
E ought or wfiat he ought not to do. Nay, tis e- 
ven OE ncRton, Whether the moſt abandoned Men 
who; ate entirely led: by their Paſſions; Men, who 
can, without Heſitation, facrifice the Wealth of 4 
whole Country to their own Averice and Luxury! 
Men, who can ſacrifice the Liberties ot u free People 
to their Ambition, and involve a whole Nation in 
Ruin and Miſery, that themſelves may wallow in 
Luxury and Affluence: Tis even a Quefhon, Whe- 
ther ſuch abfolute Slaves to their Lufts, have not a 


* of their Error, and * 1 
they dit? 


- 


2 
We are naturally candid and ſincere, and will not 
aſſent to a Falſhood of choice. Diſingenuity and Diſ- 
ſimulation are not natural, nor ever voluntarily en- 
tred the Mind of any Man, but ate the Effect of Fear 


and Proftirufion, and axe 1 upon us by Acts of 
oe nce agd Oppre on; or, when Ppwer becomes 

ſolute and uncontroulable, our Terror of it ſecures 
Our Obedience to its arbtirary Laws, were they e- 
ver ſo abfurd of pfec rious : And when Fear and pi- 
tiful Convenience * our Rule of. Action, Na- 


to right 
Reaſon. becauſe they dare: Nor will ſuch e 
in a Falſhood, becauſe they dare h | 
We have, naturally a ſtrodg Propenſion to Happi- 
neſs and to Truth, as the on Way bp en it: Bur 
then, we'are ſo, weak, that we too often miſtake the 
falſe Shadow of Things for the real Subſtance of 
them, and may be eaſily impos'd on, to proſecute 
dur Ruin inſtead of our Happineſs, if it is but artful- 
ly masked with the Appearance of it. But our Senſe 
of Happineſs and Miſery is ſo livel „that we can't 
miſtake the one tor the other. Cauſes are beſt known 
by their Effects, and the Deſign of an Action is ſome 
times only to be diſcovered by the, Event. Men 
of the moſt exquiſite Forecaſt, cannot always, foreſee 
the Conſequences: of their own Conduct, and may be 
Rraitned in their Reſolutions, whether this or 11 
Sa- 
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upan t ren, every Man ecke common, Senſe © Cal 455 

ſively d er ine Keel v the Prop oſed Thea 1s At. 
rained: 115 8 the molt Diſpernin N 
red in th W Uudertakings; ; but 5 
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This is acknowledged by all Mankind, * . 
in every Society appointed Men of the greateſt Abi- 
lities (who have made it their Buſineſs to be acquain 
ted with intricate Cales) to ſolve dubious Quettions, 
and to determine in Matters of Obſcurity. But Points 
of Law only are left to theſe Judges ; and the Trial, 
of Facts was alway s in all Nations, referred to the in- 
terjor Claſs of Mankind, called indifferently without 
Regard to Capacity, becaull e ſuch are probably the 
beſt Judges of them, as. CER e difintereſte d 
and. unbyaſs d. While a Ca is undetermined 2 
may continue in Doubt about it, how it ought to $2 | 
decided, dan We ca K forelee the Cöhſeguen- 
ces; but fx ca e eh , may judge of the Gan 
pacity and Robe of of the Nate An nd th ere : Is 00 
eater Chec th e. Fidelity of a Jai e, than 
fis own Senſe 0 "thi 2 That his Corruption will be. 
diſcovered from the Conſeq 15 of his Aﬀions, agd 
will, be reſent ned hy the 15 
We are ſeverally by 5 fo helpleſs, That the 
Ends of 11 Hejn cannot he anſwerei withg ut. S9- 
ciety, and * ſtrong a Bent ro Vice, Thar eh the 
Ends of dee 19 8 0 be : anſwered withoiit 'Goveth- 
ment, the bg de 0 Government © 8455 be 12 a 


dminiffeation of 0 be in yerruou 


Hands, in the dm s of Men of Abilities (ij table fo 


the great Truſt repoſed in then and who he at a the 


ſame 


| ( ) 
ſame Time Men of . Probity ; for when 
the Adminiſtration is Corrupt, the Deſign of Go- 
vernment muſt be perverted; and the Subjects 
(whoſe Protection and Happineſs was intended by it) 
muſt be ruined, to 8 the private Vi eus of their 


corrupt Governours. e Intereſt of the Subjects 


will no longer be the Aim of ſach an Adminiſtrati- | 
on; but all its Actions will tend towards the Secu- 
ring it ſelf in the Arbitrary Exerciſe of its abuſed 


ws = 7" & 
We all know, that Goverament was intended for 
our Good, and to advance our Happineſs. Firſt, By 
protecting Usfrom-the Inſults and Incroachmeats of 
1 and then by a diſintereſted Adminiſtra- 
tion uſtice, to prote& Us ſeverally, from the In- 
ſalts and Incroaehments of one another. But if we 
te engaged in Wars, and if our Properties are in- 
vaded to carry them on, our Blood and Treaſure la- 
viſhly waſted in the Proſecution of them, and diſ- 
cover from the Event that thoſe Matters of the 
higheſt and moſt hazardous Conſequence have been 
undertaken by the Legiſlature, with a View to lecure 
it ſelf in the Adminiſtration, rather than to ſecure 
our Honour and Intereſt, if our Trade is diminiſhed 
by the Hardſhips we labour under, and by the ex- 
orbitant Duties that are impoſed on it, and if the Ho- 
nour and Dignity of our Nation is Proſtitute to fo- 
reign Inſults, for no other Reaſon, but that our 
Adminiftrators jndged it Neceſſary for their own Se- 
eurity ; will thoſe who ſuffer by ſuch Conduct be 
Inſenfible of it? Canthey be ignorant of Cauſes of 
ſuch Beete, or will they be in doubt, whether the 

Buds of Governments be anſwered or perverted by 

n k 
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+ If the Subjects are divided by Faction; and if 
| thoſe Factions are connived at or encouraged by the 
Legiſlature, inſomuch, that new Courts are appoin- 
ed and veſted with Powers to deterraine, not accor- 
ding to the Rules of Juſtice and right Reaſon, but 
aecording to Perſons, Circumſtances, and Things, 
and one Part of the People are thereby expoſed to 
| the Infolence and Encroachments of another; will 
| the injured be Inſenſible of it, or will not every Per- 
fon of Candour and Indifference, look on ſuch Con- 
duct as Arbitrary and unjuſt, and expect himſelf to- 
be ſerved ſo in his Turn, and conſider himſelf as 
bound by the Laws of Society to do his eutmoſt to 
reſcue the Publick from ſuch palpable Intereſtedneſs 
and Oppreſſion ? 3 
If Induſtry, honeſt Labour, and Frugality, thoſe 
great Supports of civil Society, are diſcouraged, and 
j our Morals debauched by uncertain Views of im- 
| moderate Profit, without any adequat Value paid, 
if the SubjeQs are thereby miſled, with the Hopes 
of getting an Eſtate for a Trifle, to withdraw their 
Money from the Purpoſes of Trade and Mannfalt- 
ure, thole inexhauftible Sources of the public 
Wealth, to throw it into the Hands of rhe Legiſla- 
tare, will not the Event of the Lottery conv ince the 
Adventurers, That one Tenth of them only were 
to have the Prize, and that Nine muſt be robb'd to 
enrich the Tenth? Or will they be Inſenſible, That 
to engroſs the diſperſed Wealth of a Multitude in- 
to the Hands of a Few, is not Ruinous and Deſtruct- 
ive to the- 1 Tas: the Ends of it 2 du 
thereby perverted, by uceing many te Poverty, 
| That Cw may be too rich} ly 2 55 ut 
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FE: the Leg illature ſhould propoſe a Method, to 
eaſe us of | e exorbitant Takes they had impoſed 
on us, by a Scheme that was to enrich the Adven- 
Larers ; are we to luſp ect their Probity ? Are we to 
look on them with ſuch 1 Eye of Je Jealouſy, as. to 
imagine, That thoſe who are intruſted witli the 
ſupreme Direction of our Affairs wil betray, us? or 
are wc to be blamed for havin a Confidence i in the 
Legiſlature, as long as we allow it to continue in 
he Adminiſtration ?* Hut if. from the Event the Ad- 
venturers find themſelves ruined, and that their 
Confidence in the Adminiſtration had miſled them 
to he the Authors of their own Miſery, it theſe Ad- 
venturers are not only themſelves * undone, by the 
Execution of this Scheme: But if the Money of the 
Nation, that was intended to carry on it's Trade and 
neee is alſo thereby engroſſed by a Few, 
F... as Credit quite ſunk, Payments ſtopt, and 
"People of good Akeda es ( who were not di- 
concerned in the Project) obliged to give 
-=_ their Buſineſs, and many even ſtraitned for the 
Neceſſarie of Life: Will the Sufferers be inſenſible 
of their Miſery? or will they be ignorant of the 
8525 of i it ? Will not the Oppreſſion diſcover the 
Ms pt ? and will not the Streams ot our Ruine 

us to the Source whence it proceeded ? 
| 1 if on ſuch _ Event, our Tenderneſs and Re- 
gard fo r the Legiſlature, ſhould determine us to ap- 
py to ae the for Redreſs, 097 incline vs to believe, 


bat poſſibly thoſe who had been entruſted with rhe 

Execution of their Scheme, (had of themſelves, 

without the Privity or Connivance of the Adminiſtra- 

tion, involved us in theſe calamitous Circumſtances ; 

and if this ee ſhould diſcover the N 
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of our Miſery, the ſeveral Parts they had ated, and 


the Extent of Wealth they had 1 acquired 
0 


by their Villainy, and that thoſe hainous Crimi- 
* had been guilty of ſuch important Treache- 
ould be notwitliſtandirg ſcreened and protect- 
ed by tlie Legiſlathre, and this Affair of the outmoſt 
r ſhuffled over with a little Ceremony; 
and we inſtead ot Relief, find our Miſe ry every D 
encreaſing and, growing more extenfive, and like a 
ird firupling in the Fowler's Snare, the more we 
cried for Redrels, find our ſelves the more inextri- 
cably ham ered in the Nooſe: Would we then be in- 
ſenſible of 'our State, or of the Means that had 
* us to it? whether would we reckon the 
Tools, or, the Hands that had employed them the 
moſt criminal, would we be any longer in Dotibrt 
about the Innocence of the Le 1 On ſuch an 
Evert whence could we look for Relief but from 
our ſelves? f wg | 
Where could we expect to find it, it it were not 
in our owh Hands; can the 'Lebpard. changa bis 


te, or the 'Blackamore his Hite? could theſe ( who 


$þ 

bad Aclibetately concerteda Scheme to bubble us out 
of our Treaſure) of themſelves reſtore the Booty? 
Is it to be imagined, that thoſe who had fo crimi- 


- nally abuſed the Power that was put in their Hands, 


for our Protection wou'd ever tamely give it up, 
would they not rather (thus drunk with Succeſs in 
Villainy ) Juſtify Wrongs by Wrongs, and Spin ont 


our very Bowels in the Defence of their uſurp'd 


Authority before they would. — with it; and 
would we not be under an Indi 

either with a Reſolution ſuitable to the Dignity 
of humane Nature, to wreft the Sovereiga Authori. 


ry 


penſible Neceſlity, 


(\ 


ty out of ſuck treacherous Hands, and to reſcue our 
Gives from the Oppreſſion of ſuch Harpyes, or diſ- 
gracing our Fathers, tamely to ſubmit our Necks t © 
to a Yoak, that might be ſaid (by ſuch paſſive Con- 
dud of ours) to have been brought on us by our 
ſelves, and we become thereby the baſeInftruments 
of entailing Servitude upon. our wretched Poſte- 
rity. . 

A People that have been conquered, diſarmed and 
enſlaved, are eafily kept under the Yoak, becauſe a 
few regular Mercenaries can force them (like fo ma- 
ny Captives in Chains) to any Thing that is moſt a- 

reeable to the Arbitrary Whim of their abſolute 
Maſters ; nor is there more required to ſubvert ſuch 
a Government, that is founded upon and ſecured 
by Force only, than a regular Army. equal to the 
Military Power that ſupported it; for a People in 
theſe wretched Circumftances, are always bent upon 
Changes, as believing they cannot be worſe , but a 
free People, who are 2 veſted with the eſſen- 
tial Marks of a Man, that is ARMS, and are thereby 

Guarrantees of their ownLiberties,are nat eaſily to be 
deprived of them : Nothing leſs can hurt ſuch a Nati 
on, than a Force equal tothe united Power of it, be- 
cauſe the Government of ſuch a People, that is foun- 
ded on. their Conſent, and ſecured by their Affedcti- 
ons, may be ſaid to command as many Soldiers as it 
has, SubjeRs : The Liberty of ſuch a Nation is no. 
ſooner in Danger, than the Subjects fly chearfully to 
Arms -to defend +it ; and ;the Danger is no ſooner 
over, than they as willingly lay them down, and 
return to their ſeveral Employments, that increaſe 
their own Wealth, and advance the common Intereft 
ofthe whole ; nor are their Privileges leſs oy — 
rom 


| ) . 
fron Oppreſiion and Tyrany at home; for a corrupt 
and an oppreſſive Adminiſtration will no ſooner from 
the Conſequences of it's Conduct be diſcovered, than 
[ the People muſt have a Senſe of it, and will do 
themſelves Juſtice. 
But then, is this ſignal Difference betwixt Oppref- - © -- 
ſion, ariſinf from the ſudden Sallies of Paſhon, or 
" Folly of a weak | Adminiſtration; and Oppreſſion 
4 which is founded on Forecaft and Deſign ; That the 
Intention of the firſt is commonly diſcovered before 
it takes Effect, and is thereby prevented; but the 
| other making it's Appearance under a Mask of Hap- 
pineſs, is only to be difcovered by it's Effects, fo 
that there ſeems to be but one Way to ruine a free 
Nation, and Experience may convince us of the 
Truth of it; and that is, when the ſupreme Admi- 
niſtration or any Part of it, falls into corrupt Hands, 
who are Men alſo of Capacity and Defign : Theſe 
foreſeeing the Conſequences of their own Conduct, 
commonly propoſe ſome new and untried Method, 
of advancing the Happineſs of the People to an ex- 
rraordinary Pitch, which cannot be attained, unleſs 
they are veſted with a Power to effect it: The Wiſe 
and Diſcerning may ſee through this Pretence and 
{uſpe& the Dehgn ; but theſe are few, and the un- 
warry Mnltirude, who make up the Bulk and 
Strength of every Nation being led by their Pro- 
penſion ro Happineſs will be im poſed on, to become 
the Inſtruments of their own Ruine, according to 
the Saying, That all Miſobief is effetted by Fools in the 
Hands of Knaves, for the Queſtion that is here ap- 
pealed to the People, is in Point of Conduct, where 
MS of the Event is doubtful, and not of Facts whereof 
dsc can determine wist Certainty ; and if ſuch De- 
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ligners of their Countrey's Ruine, ſhould be ſuſ- 
peed and oppoſed ; yer ſo far they may ſucceed 
to divide the People by Faction, becauſe their De- 
ſign, before it. is diſcovered by it's Effects, may ap- 
pear to many to be honeſtly intended for their F 


and then a foreign Power joined to either Party, 


becomes eaſily Maſter of the whole. | 

The Oppreſſion of ſuch an Adminiſtration, is ge- 
nerally felt before it is ſeen, and when the Impoſt- 
are is diſcovered, that which was acquired by Fraud, 
is juſtified by Force. The 1njur'd People commonly 
ſubmit to their Circumſtances, to avoid a greater E- 
vil, and often continue fo, untill the Adminiftration, 
fAluſh't, and intoxicat with Succeſs, begins to act bare 
facedly, and to make its Yoak fo intollerably hea- 
vy and ſevere, that the People, unable longer 
to bear it, ate at laſt armed by Rage and Deſpair 
to deſpiſe every Danger, and hy Violence to reſcue 
themfelves from Oppreſſion and Violence. 

When the Circumſtances of a free People require 
them to enterpriſe any Thing of Moment, that con- 
cerns the common Iutereſt of the Whole, the Le- 
giſlature Appeals to the People themſelves for 
their Conſent and Approbation ; but the Peoples ac- 
quieſcing in the Meaſures propoled by ine Legiſla- 
ture, is not founded ſo much apon their own Judge- 
ment, as upon the Regard they have for the Admi- 
niſtration, and Confidence they have of its Fidelity 
and Sufficiency, which is nevertheleſs anſwerable 


for its Conduct; and if ſuch an Erterprize ſhould 


miſcarry and prove Detrimental to the Society, the 


People will upon a fair Trial of the Fa ds be able to 


determine whether ſuch Miſcarriage had been the Ef- 

felt of Treachery or Miſmanagement, or if it had 

been owing to any unlucky yuforeleen Accident 27 
COU 
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conld not be avoided ; if to any of the Firſt, the 
People muſt have a juſt and lively Senſe of the Cor- 
ruption cr Inſufficiency of ſuch Offenders, and 
would by Rewarding them in Proportion to their 
Deſerts, probably ſecure themſelves from ſuch A- 
buſes for the future;bur if to the Latter, the ſuſpe&- 
ed Criminals would be acquitted by Law, and ex- 
cuſed-atthe Hands of the People. | 

When the \{upream Lonnie is in ſufficient 
Hands, it will prefer the Intereſts of the Pubiick to 
all private Views and will give up the Guilty to 
a fair Trial, and never fails thereby to endear it ſelf 
to the People, and ro rel its Adminiſtration in 
their Affections; but ſhould t he Guilty be ſcreen'd 
and protected by it, and the Ceurſe of Juſtice ſtopt 
or dilappointed, a free People would have too live- 
ly a Sence of theirWrongs, to acquieſce in them, and 
would hy 8 to themſelves, diſcover their 
Neceſſity of doing themſelves Juſtice. 

When the Legiſlature was divided in the Reign of 
K. Ch. the I. and Matters betwixt the Crown and 
Commons were carried to Extremity, both appeal- 
led to the People, nor could any one be blamed for 
his Judgement in ſiding with either; becauſe the 
8 then appealed to the People was not of 
Facts whereof they could determine with certainty, 
but of Conduft, whereof the Event was dubious and 
uncertain. The Deſigns of the leading Men amongſt 
the Commons were early ſuſpected by the diſcerning, 
who foreſaw the Conſequences: of their Conduct, 
and the better Sort acted by a generous Love of 
their Country, were thereby prevailed on, bravely 
to riſque their Lives and Fortunes to fave it from 
the intended Ruin, Yet the unwary Multitude 
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were eaſily impoſed on, to become themſelves the 
Inſtruments of t heit own Miſery; becauſe t he Pre- 
tences of the Commons were plauſible, and in Ap- 
pearance honeſtly intended, before their real De- 
ſign was by its Effect diſcovered; ſo that the People 


never ſuſpected theit Error, untill they found to 
their Experience, That the very Yoak they apprehen 


ded from the Crown, was by their pretended Delive- 
rers wreathed about their Necks; when they found 
that the Treaſure thev had frankly beſtowed to ſe- 
cure (as they were told) theirLiberties andProperties, 
had been imployed to veſt a Few, with a Powerto 
diſpoſe of both at Diſcretion, that inſtead of a Go- 
vernment depending on their Affections, they had 
eſtabliſhed in the Perſon of one of their Servants, a 
Government abſolute and incontroulable ; then they 
too late dilcovered their Folly, and their Ertor was 
by tbe Severity of its Effects ny diſcovered. But 
their Senſe of their Wrongs was ſufficiently diſcove- 


red, by their frequent Able bet to do themſelves 


Juſtice, and the inexpreſſible Joy and Content that 


appeared in every Countenance at the Reſtoration, 
- convinced the World that it was Univerſal ? Crom- 


vel never durſt truſt himſelf without a Force, but 
the King never had any; the one is as certain a 
Mark of Tyrrany, as the Other is of free Govern- 


ment. 
Here we had a remarkable Inſtance of this Diffe- 


rence, betwixt a Monarchical Tyranny and one that 


is Ariſtocratical ; That the Firſt centring in the Per- 


Jon of one Man, rarely out lives the skiltul Artificer 


that founded it; but the Other, reſembling a Num- 


ber: of Tyrants, ſeverally aſſociated and bounded to- 
gether to maintainand ſupport one another in the arbi- 


traty 
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I 
trary Exerciſe vf their uſurp'd Authority, never dies, 
Feſides that, the Expenſe of an Ariftocracy is infinitely 
reater, and its Adminiſtration thereby heavier, more 
— and intolerable. This is obvious from our Cir. 
cumſtances at preſent, compared with thoſe under 
Cromwel : He, at the Dxpanis of fwo Millions a Year 
only, maintained a Force at Home, too many for us 
to encounter, and a Fleet at Sea, ſufficient ro fright- 
ten Foreigners to medd le with his Affaits: Whereas 
at preſent, there is extracted from us four Times 
that Sum, altho' neither our Fleets nor Armies are 
near ſo numerous as his was. 

When a few turbulent Spirits amongſt the Com- 
mons deſigned, in the ſucceeding Reign of King 
Charles II. to devote the Wealth and Power of their 
Country to their own Avatice and Ambition, they 
eaſily prevailed on a Majority of their owu Houſe to 
comply with their Meaſures: But the King foteſee- 
ing the Conſequences of them, timeouſly prevented 
their Effects; he diflolved that Parliament, and ap- 
pealed his Conduct ro the People. Theſe Proceed- 
ings of the Commons were like Facts, whereof the 
People could judge with Certainty, becauſe they 
had ſo lately, in the preceeding Reign, felt the fatal 
Effects of them. | | | 

Had it not been ſo, but had the King intended 
contrary to the Conditions of the Kingdom, aud 


without Regard to the Intereſts of his Country, to 


have made his Government abſolute and arbitrary ; 
he durſt not have appealed to the People, but would 
have been obliged, like an uſurping Tyrant, firſt to 
have veſted himſelf with 4 4a Felt and then 
to have juſtified his Actions by Force. But the King, 
conſcious of his own Candour, and of the Senſe his 


Peo- 


: 
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People muſt have of their Intereſts in ſo plain a Que · 


ſtion, raiſed no Forces, but truſted his Government 
entirely to their Aﬀections, and appealed to them- 
ſelves the Security of their own Rights; while they, 
on the other hand, reflecting on their Danger and 
ſeaſonable Deliverance, expreſſed their juſt Senſe of 
it in the moſt grateful Terms, by their Addreſſes of 
Thanks from almoſt every Town and Country. 

In the ſame manner, when the Duke of Monmouth, 
in the fucceeding Reign, laid Claim to the Crown, 
and invaded England, truſting to the Power of the 
Factious, who delight in Diſorder, and covet pub- 
lick Offices for private Ends, and chooſe to ＋ * 
the Peace and Liberty of their Country, rather than 
not to be abſolute Managers of it; while the Earl 
of Argyle, to fayour his Deſign, invaded Scotland, rai- 
fed his Vaſſals, and put himſelf at the Head of the 
Malcontents of that Country : The King appealed 
his Right to the People. This was ſo plain a Que- 
ſtion, and ſo univerſally underſtood, that every one 
of the meaneſt Capacity could, without Heſitation, 
determine himſelf about it. And this appeared fur- 
ther obvious from the Event. 

But when a corrupt Miniſtry ſoon after prevailed 
on this Prinee, to make a Handle of this to raiſe an 


Army, and thereby to veſt himſelf with abſolute 


Power, his Deſigns were juſtly jealouled by his beſt 
Friends ; ſeveral Popiſh Lacks (notoriouſty diſaffe- 
eted to our happy Conſtitution) were entertained in 
the Army ; the Prerogative Royal was ſtretched to 
abuſe Royal Authority, aud ear fo ſubſervient to bad 
Fnds; many illegal Steps were taken, and our obſe- 
er- Submiſhon to oppreſſive Hardſhips was expe- 


as a Teft of our Loyalty; Parliaments were 4 
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led, but were again, by the Influence of a corrupt 
Adminiſtration, diſmiſſed before any ſalutary Reſo- 
lations were agreed to, and the Grievances complain- 
ed of, continued unredrefſed. Then the People, by 
theſe Diſappointments, found themſelves under an 
abſolute Neceſſity to appeal their Caſe to themlelves, 
and to do themſelves that Juſtice which the Court 
refuſed, | 

The generous Offers of the Prince of Orange, te 
deliver Us from the threatned Danger, was univer- 
fally embraced by People of all Ranks and Condi- 
tions, and was the more chearfully acquieſed in,That 
his plauſible Beginnings, and near Relation to the 
Crown, ſeemed to place him beyond the Suſpicion 
of intereſted and ambitious Views ; but what chiefly 
contributed to facilitat the Enterprize, and to diſ- 
fipate thoſe Dark-clouds of Fear that threatned fo 
terrible a Storm, was, That the King's Army con- 
ſiſted of Natives, who were for the moſt Part com- 
manded by Gentlemen of Quality and Condition, 
and who had been educared ſuteably to their Birth, 
theſe had too juſt a Senſe of the Liberties and Privi- 
leges of their Fellow - Subjects, and of the real Inte- 
reſts of their Country, to become, for a ſordid Re- 
ward the Authors of its Ruin, they had too clean 
Fingers for ſuch dirty Wotk; and altho* they ow- 
ed much to their Prince, who imployed, paid, and 
truſted them; yet they owed more to their Country, 
whoſe Eread they ate, whoſe Cloathing they wore, 
and whoſe Arms were put in their Hands, for the 
Protection and Defence of the Public; therefore 
theſe conſidering themſelves as Free - Subjects, ſha- 
red in the Appeal, and ſided ſeverally with ſuch 
Meaſures as they conceived would moſt . 
| 4 
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fecure their Country from the Encroachments of 
Arbitrary Power, | 

Bat we had ſcarce felt the ſolid Effeds of this 
Calm, when new Clouds of Miſery. began to riſe 
in our Hemiſphere ; our Army was no ſooner diſper- 
ſed, and part of it incorporated under the Prince's 
DireQion, than falls Rumours were induſtriouſſy 
ſpread, and unfair Artifices uſed ; to alienat our At- 
— from the King, and to render his Govern- 
ment odious and Frightful ; While the Prince made 
Uſe of the Power that was put in his Hands, to ſtep 
into the Throne; and thereby entailed on Us all the 
Calamities that attend a diſputed Suceeſhon; fo that 
we may be faid, by the imaginary Appearance of 
the Devil, to have been ſrightned into the deep 
Sea. Had K. William been Ike his Predeceſſor, a 
Weak and a well meaning Prince, then his Peſigns 
would have, like his, been diſcovered before we 
felt their Etteots , and ſo might have in the ſame 
Manner been prevented; but as he was a Prince of 
extraordinary Endowments, his peculiar Abilities for. 
Government rendered;his Adminiſtration eaſy, aud his 
Cand uet for ſometime unſuſpectcd. 

The Civilities received by K, JAMES from Ca- 
thalick Powers during his Exile, probably inclined 
him to. fall in with their dangerous and - erroneous 
Tenets, and as he was himſelt fincere and free cf 
Jealouſy, ſo was he liable to be impoſed on, by a 
corrupt Miniſtry to proſecut Meaſures that threatned 
tie Nation with Ruin, and were deſtructive to his 
aun Family; but the Conduct of K. W. was di- 
rected in Proportion to the great Abilities of the. 
Author of it; his Actions were all brought upon 


the St:ge, under the Appearance of Happinels, we 
, a were 
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were by him engaged in Wars, both Bloody and 
Expenſive, and of long Continuance, with a Deſign, 
as we were aſſured, to ſecure our Civil and Sacred 
Rights from the Excroachment of Arbitrary Power; 
and even the Settlemenr of the Succeſſion to the 
Crown (in Prejudice to the neareſt Heirs of it) was 
propoſed and agreed to, as an undoubted Security of 
every Thing that was dear to Us: Becauſe a Prince 
advanced to the Royal Dignity by the People, ha- 
ving no other Title to it, but their Aﬀections, would 
probably be under greater Check, than a Prince ac- 
quiring it by Inheritance. 

Whether the Sence too many have of the Lame- 
neſs of ſuch a Title, diſappoints thoſe happy Ends 
propoſed by ſuch an Adminiftration, or whether ſach 
a Prince's own Jealouſy of his Right to the Domini- 
on, otherwiſe determines him, is uncertain ; but 
Experience hath ſufficiently convinced Us, from the 
Practice of all Princes in theſe Circumſtances; that 
ſuch conſult their own Intereſt, more than the lute- 
reſt of their People, and have ever made their own 
Security the Rule of their Government. | 

The real Deſigns of theſe long and expenſive Wars 
that have at laſt reduced Us to the calamitous Cir- 
cumftances we now groan under, have been by the 
Event only diſcovered ; now we find that it- was not 
aby Regard to our Intereſts that occaſioned them, 
bat the Security of the Adminiftration, That it, jea- 
lous of Us, inclined to truſt it ſelf rather to foreign 
Alliaucies than to cur Aﬀections, and thereby to de- 
pend upon Foreigners for its Security, and fo under 
a Neceſſity of giving up our Intereſts to Foreigners; 
now we find, That the miſtaken Way to happineſs, 
ze have been ſo long purſuing, bath at laſt landed 
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Us jn Miſery; and that theſe very Evils that were 
only threatned from K. JAMES's Adminiſtration, 
have really come upon We under the Preſent. 

Our Sacred and Civil Rights were in eminent Dan- 
ger of Popery and Popiſh Influence, from the Manage- 
ment of KING FAMES; But as theſe Evils 
might have happened, ſo might they, by ſeveral 
Accidents, have been prevented. A Detection of the 
Treachery of thoſe Miniſters who directed the 
Meaſures of that weak PRINCE, and who were 
ſoon after careſſed, and admitted to offices of Truſt 
by his Succeflor K. W. muſt certainly have opened 
his Eyes, and convinced him, That the only Se- 
curity of a rightful PIN E, was the Affections 
Of a free People: But of late, and now, our Church 


is not only in Danger from Atheiſm and Immora- 


lity, and from Atheiſtical Principles, but has really 
felt the Ettects of them; have not our Clergy been 
diſcouraged and contemned, Religion and religious 
Rites, ridiculed and made a Subje& of Diverhon ? 
open and avowed Profeſſors of Atheiſm, advanced to 
Offices of the higheſt Truſt, the Judicative Power 
of the Church ſuſpended, and its Deſigns to ſtop the 
Growth of Hereſy and Immortality, and to cenſure 
its own falſe Brethren, diſappointed ? 

Our Liberties and Properties were in imminent 
Danger from the Adminifiration of K. JAuks, but 
what was from that Government only apprehended, 
hath, to our woeful Experience, been felt under the 
preſent, Liberty and Property are ſo nearly allied to 
one another, That the One cannot be invaded with- 
out infringing the Other; for no Man that is under 
a forcible Neceſſity of parting with his Property, can 
be ſaid to enjoy Liberty. bs 

2% . : . Ee 


5 


3 
We frankly gave up Part of our Property, as low 
as we — it was candidly diapdoved on Ge 
us in the legal Enjoyment of the Remainder, and in 
the' free Exerciſe of our Liberty; but when our 


Wealth and Power were waſted, our diſregarded 


Complaints of it, diſcovered to us, that our Wealth had 
been employed to veſt a few with an uncontroulable 
Power to diſpoſe of us and our Effects at Diſcretion, 
and to bring upon us theſe very Evils-we now groan 
under, which have laid a Foundation for others ſtill 


more grievous, as we, by our declining Circumftan- 


ces, become leſs able to bear them. Then we found 
we had been hurried on in the Proſecution of our Ru- 
boy mask'd only under the Appearance of Happi- 
neſs. . - 

The real Cauſes of theſe tedious Wars, (ſo bloody 
and expenſive) that have reduced us to this low and 
contemptible Eſtate, are, from theſe grievous Effects 
of them, now well underftood. The Realon why 
we fell upon a Nation (in Time of Peace) to whom 
we owe more, (in Point of Commerce) than to the 
Half of Europe beſides, and whereby our Trade was 
brought ſu much to a Stop; is now fully explained. 
Now we know, why our Commerce in the North was 
ſo long interrupted, whereby the Subjects were de- 
prived of the Profits of the Bulky Trade. Every 
one of common Underſtanding now can tell, why a 
few were empowered by the Legiſlature to miſlead 


us to Ruine, to impoſe on us (by the Expectation of 


immoderate Gain) to withdraw our Money : from the 
Purpoſes of Trade and Manufacture, whereby the Na- 
tions Caſh was engroſſed in the Hands of 'a few; our 
ManufaGories thereby in a great.meaſure ſtopt; fo- 
reign Tiade almoſt * to a full Stand; and the 


in- 
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Feriour Sort, who AF af the Bulk and Strength 
of _— Nation, — — idle, and reduce d to 
the miſerable Eſtate of Beggary. | 
This National Robbery: was patiently born, unti 
the Caſe was fully tried: The treacherous Facts and 
Actors were both diſcovered, and we exprefſed our 
univerſal Senſe of them, in the moſt plain and ſtrong 
'Terms, by oar Addreſſes from almoſt every Town 
and Country : And yet theſe criminal Actions, how- 
ever haingus in their own Nature, but much more 
ſo in: reſpe& of their calamitous Conſequences, are 
"nevertheleſs juſtified, in aſmuch as the Authors of 
them are indemnified, | 
What then remains for vs to do? Have we not in 
vain eſſayed all regular Means of Relief? And are 
we not then under an indiſpenſable Neceſſity to have 
Recourſe to the Dernier Reſort, by Appealing our Caſe ,, 
to our ſelves? Have not thole (who have thus abu- 
ſed and oppreſſed us) in their own Hands the only | 
Power to call themſelves to Account? And is it to | 
be imagined, that ſuch will ever call themſelves to 
Account ?- Or if they ſhould, what Aecount can we 
expet ? Have they not alſo already diſcovered to 
us their Capacity of continuing themſelves in the ar- | 
bitrary Exerciſe of that Tower as long at they think | 
fit? Are they not now fo conſcious of their Power, 
that they ſcorn longer to Giguile their Condutt? Do 
they not glory in the publick Spoils, and triumph o- 
ver the empoveriſh'd Subjects? Have they not been 
at to convince us, that. they are above the 
Laws, 


uiid beyond the Reach of Juſtice? And do 
they not — bid us open Def and declare 
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. Why are we diſarmed ? And hy do our Superi- 
ers put their only Confidence in Regular Mercena- 
ory who indeed F wo ps mad Y into b þ ds, 
and who are paid and clothed. by us; but who ge- 
vertheleſs inſult and abuſe us? And if any one dit 
cover the leaſt Propenſion to do himſelf Juſtice, ſuck 
is by them cruelly ſlaughtered at Diſcretion ; T's 
convince us (no doubt) that tho they uſe our Arms, 
eat Our Bread and wear our Cloaths, they are only 
under the Command, and at the Direction of their 
Employers. And why are the Complaints of ſach 
Abuſes diſregarded and diſcouraged? And when 
ſuch Marderers are tried, why ate they indemniſied, 
and the Courſe of Juſtice againſt ſuch blogd-guilty 
Criminals ſtopt and diſappointed ? Is all this, be- 
cauſe we have fo little Senſe of Liberty, and ſs 
ſmall a Value for Property, that we would not em- 
ploy our Power to defend them ? Is it to be imagi- 
ned, that we would not exert our felves, to Tecure 
to us and our Poſterity choſe Things that are ſo var 
luable to humane Nature ? Or is it, that a Jawful 
Government, depending upon the tions of # 
free People, is not thereb diveſted of a Capacity 
to enſlave them? This is ſo very plain a Queſtion, 
and ſo obvious, that it may be determined by ever 
one that has the Uſe of Reaſon, even of the E= 
Capacity. 1 5 | | 

Therefore, to you the People of Great Britain, the 
Appeal at laſt lies. The Severity of your preſent Cir- 
cumſtances muſt now of nereſſity be Appealed to your 
ſelves, whether you will act like your ſelves, and 
with a Reſolution ſuitable to the Dignity of your Na- 
ture, you will bravely riſque your Lives, to deliver 
your ſelves from Oppreſſion ; or if you will diſgracę 


your 
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your Fathers, and become a Scandal to humane Na 
ture, by your tame Submiſſion to it. . 
' This is not an 12 in Point of Conduct, where- 
of you can Forge, miſtaken, *tis of Facts which 
you have already determined on; Facts of which 
you have univerſally expreſſed your Sentiments in the 
plaineſt Manner; and if you are but as Unanimous 
in your Reſolutions to do your ſelves Juſtice, as you 
ſeem univerſally Senſible of your Miſery ; it is ap- 
aled ro any Man of common Senſe, whether you 

ean'poſsibly miſcarry in the Attempt. Numbers of 
the poorer Sort may be ſaid to have been already cur 
off from their People, by the ſevere Conſequences of 
the Conduct of our Superiors, and its appealed to 
ou, whether one 6th or a ome Proportion of Us, 
is not ſtill likely from the ſame Effects to be famiſh'd 
to death at home, orforced from our Native Country 
like Traitors to ſeek our Bread amongſt Foreigners; 
it is appealed to you who are in theſe deplorable 
Circumſtances, whether ir is not more Noble, yea, 
even more eligible for You, to purchaſe ARMS with 
the ſmall Remains of your Wealth, and bravely to 
endeavour your Releif, even altho* you ſhould miſ- 
eary in the Attempt,than to languiſh out a few vret- 
ched Years in Sorrow and Miſety ; Tis appealed to 
ou who are in better Circumſtances, who may vain- 
y imagine, That you are able to ſupporgyour ſelves, 
and to anſwer all the Demands of your” Superiours, 
after ſuch a Number is undone, whether you are 
not indiſpenſably bound by the ſtrongeſt Ties of Na- 
ture and Society, to ſaccour, gs 90k and to afiſt 
your diſtreſſed Brehren; and whether you are not 


by the ſame Bonds undiſpenſibly obliged, to hand 


down to your Poſterity thoſe Privileges your ut 
ve 
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have ever, on the Peril of their Lives and all the Ex- 
pence of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, delivered 


unto you. 


Let Us ſappoſe, pray, what is abſoluteſy impoſſible, 


That we ſhould unanimouſly Endeavour our Relief, 


and that one Half or greater Number of Us ſhould 
Periſh in the Attempt; yet 'tis appealed to you, 
Whether you are not in Duty to your Poſterity 
bound to undertake it: That they inſpired by your 
Example, may be ſteadily determined, to lay Hold 
of every plauſible Opportunity, to effectuate that, 
which by you was ſo nobly begun, rather than 
baſely to betray ſo great a Truſt, by giving up their 


Rights, and thereby to entail Servitude upon them, 


and to leave them Wretchedneſs and Miſery for an 
Inheritance, What Father can entertainthe thought 
to preſerve Life at ſo dear a Rate, as the wreathin 
a Yoak of Bondage about the Necks of his Children? 
And to deprive them of the Liberty of every Thing, 
ſave That of Curſing the mean ſpirited Parents that 
begot them, to be the Heirs only of Miſery and Sor» 
row. 

It muſt be acknowleged, that however choaking 
Servitude is to humane Nature at firſt View, yet it it 
is gradually nſher'd in, under the Appearance of ſome- 
what elſe; by becoming Familiar it fits ealy upon 
Us, and that too few have Senſe enough of their 
Duty, timouſly to oppoſe the firſt Steps to Arbi- 
trary Power, but are willing, if therc appears} any 
Inconvenience in the Oppoſition, to account for them 
otherwiſe, as if they were honeſtly intended; and 
as long as they feel themſelves untonched, are ug 
willlng to enquire into the Cauſes of their Neighbours 
Ruin, But this is not now the Caſe ; it 15 121 
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led to yon, if there be amongſt us ( except the pub- 
N and their Aſſociates) any one, from the 

igheſt to the loweſt, whoſe Wealth is not much di- 
miniſhed by publick Erauds or Exactions, and by the 
neceflary calamitous Effects of them? And it is appeal- 
led to vou, whether any one can be ſaid to have the 
Exerciſe of his Liberty, when we are obliged 30 
purchaſe Safety at ſo dear a Rate, as by the Appro- 
bation of, or at leaſt, by ſeeming to acquieſce in the 
vileſt Meaſutes? | 164 

It muſt likewiſe be acknowledged, that as the 
Fvils came not upon us at once, but by piecemeal 
ſucceded one another, and that many were undone, 
before they were aware for ſuſpected the real Cauſe of 
their Ruine, and that by frequent Piſcourage ments, 
we are much IE and many ſo diffident of Re- 
lief, that'they ſeem to have given over Thoughts of 
living free: Let ſuch, pray, who are thus afraid of 
their own Shadow, reflect but rationally upon the 
Effects of their Fear, and like a Phantom twill eva- 
Aſh; do our Oppreſſors put their Truſt in à Veteran 
Army, conſiſting of trained Men, who have been 
accuſtomed from their Youth to the Uſe and Exerciſe 
of ARMS? Is it an ARMY that has been in 
Uſe to encounter and foil Foreign Armies, the real 
Enemies of their Country? Or is it an Army, that 
conſiſts for the moſt Part of our poor unhappy Breth- 
ren, who by the calamitous Circamſtances of the 
Times, are reduced to Idleneſs and Poverty, and 
thereby deprived of all other Means of geting Bread? 
Is it to be imagined, that thele are fo very inſenſible 
of their o un Condition, and of the glaring Cauſes 
of it, and that they are fo very deſtitute of Tender- 
neſs of their Country; that they will continue _ 
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the Inſtruments of it's Oppreſſions, longer than their 
Safety neceſſitates them to it? N 2 

IE this Army commanded by Gentlemen, who 
have been trained up from their Youth in the 
Knowledge and a of Military Affiairs, and 
who have acquired their Commands by Merit, or 
Dint of Service? Or were ſuch thought improper for 
the Execution of oppreſſive Meaſures, in ſo much 
that this Army is commanded by the baſeſt of our 
Youth, who paſs their Time in Luxury and Debauch- 
eries, and have contracted ſuch Mabirs of Idleoefs, 
that they are become itſcleſs, and even a Burden to 
Society? Have theſe acquired their Comm iſſions by 
Merit or Service? Or have they employed the Patri- 
mony left them by the Induſtry of their Fathers, to 
Purchaſe Off ces, which they never could have ex- 
peRed to arrive at by other Means? Theſe are they 
who inſult you, of whom you are ſo much afraid. 


But whom have they ever foiled ? armed Men of 


equal Numbers, who were on equal Terms with 
them? Or have theMeek, Diſarmed and Defenceleſs 
been the Objects of their Bravery ? If you are fteadi- 
Iy determinedto reſcue your ſelves from Oppreſſion, 
It is 1 you, whether an Army thus ap- 
pointed, or indeed any Army, which the ſmall Re- 
mains of your Wealth is able to mantain, bears any 
Proportion to your united Power ? | 
It muſt likewiſe be acknowledged, That till of 
Jate our Power has been employed againſt our ſelves, 
That we have been artfully divided by Faction, and 
thereby employed in the undoing of one another; 
that the Promoters of it might make an eaſy Conqueſt 
of Both. We have been hitherto like the Dog, tnar- 
ling at the Stone, ad verting to the 1 * 
"Is, * 1 * that 


that threw it : But the Actors behind the Curtuinse, 
are from the Events now diſcovered. We have at 
laſt obſerved them to ſhift Hands, eticouraging ſome- 
times one Party, and ſometimes the other ; but ne- 
ver regarding either, further than they chanced to 
ſerve their on intereſted. Putpoſes. And when the 
Intereſt of Stateſmen requir'd, have we not ſeen Whies 

as well as Tories, (thoſe hated Names of Party) with- 
out Regard to their Zeal and Services, ſpoiled of 
their Properties by State Artifices; and the juſt 

Complaints of all the Injured, without Diſtin&ion, 
equally diſregarded ? | 
After ſo manifeſt a Diſcovery of the Springs of 
Laction, is there any one who enjoys the Uſe of Rea- 
ſon, that can be blinded with it? Did we ever fee 
the Heads of a Party ſtand longer by it than another 
offered them better Terms? And ought not we then 
to throw away this Bone of Contention, to try for 
the future the fair Pretences of theſe deceitful Sy. 
ſtems, by the Touchſtone of our Reaſon? And as 
we are now circumſtanced, to unite our Power a- 
gainſt the common Enemies of our Country, who 
are placed beyond the Reach of its Laws, and have 
thereby declared open War againſt it ? But then, as 
we are Rational Creatures, we ought not to allow 
our ſelves to be led by Rage and Deſpair, to plunge ' 
our ſelves into ſeen Hazard, and to run our Heads a- 
ga inſt a Wall, as it were. What is incumbent on us, is 
to be in Readineſs to lay hold of the firſtOpportunity 
that offers to ns the Means of Relief, and to be firm- 
ly determined to part with all Backlooks, Reſerves 
or particular Views to Conveniency, and to behave 
our lelves like Ment aGted by a true Senſe of Liberty. 
It we are thus ſteadily reſolved, we may ſoon ** 
or 


e 
for an Occatfon to do our ſelves and our iaſur 4 
Country Juſtice, Let no Man faint becauſe of Diſ- 
appointments or former Sufferings. We have been 
grievouſly afflicted, but in a Manner that hath led 


us to a Senſe of our Error, by pointing out to us our 
Sin in our Puniſhment. But ſhall the Rod of the 
Wicked lie always heavy upon us? Or will Heaven 


ariſe for the Oppreſſion of the Poor, and for the Sigh- * 
ing of the Needy, and ſet them in Safety from bing 
that puffeth at them? Pſalm xii. 5. 

Fear not, for if we have but a hvely Senſe of Li- 
berty, juſt enough to prefer it to a Life of Servitude, 
what have we to fear? A Man of Spirit will of choice 
encounter Death in its moſt frightful Shape, rather 
than think of a baſe Submiſſion to Slavery. And if 
we by our Conduct diſcover to the World that we 
are in earneſt, that this injur'd People, ſo much in- 
ſulted, abuſed and trampled upon by Oppreſſion, 
and ſo very much deſpiſed and ſet at nought by their 
Oppreſſors; have nevertheleſs, at laft reaſſumed the 
Spirit of Liberty uliar ro their Fathers; That 
their Reſentment, I by Sufferings, hath at 
laſt exce Bounds; and that we, enraged by 
Want, and armed by Deſpair, deſpiſe every Danger, 
and ſeem firmly determined to live free, or not te 
live at all : What Proportion will a Handful of Mer- 
cenaries bear to Our incenſed Numbers? Or rather, 
how would our unhappy Brethren, who groan under 
the ſevere Yoke of Military Bondage, rejoyce in the 
Opportunity, and employ their Country's Arms in 
the Service of their Country? On this Event, which 
depends entirely on our ſe 4 how would * 
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